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"HE. Public is little intereſted in the reaſons, which led either to 
the publiſhing of FRAGMERNTS OH A PROSPECT FROM A HIII 
IN binn, or to pi xin 
The merit or demerit of poetical c compolitions 
great or nal number of lines of which — * N 

er ſe nts, ſtrong deſcription, harmonious. verſification; 


ae e e ED as well as juſt obſervation, may be nen 


in ſhort and in long poems; conſtitute their chief 


The Editor, conſcious of partiality, feels himſelf i „ to pro- 


nounce, whether tlie following verſes poſſeſs any of thoſe: qual 


Of that matter others muſt judge. All he thinks neceſſary to-ſlay is, 


That A PROSPECT FROM A HILL IN FIE was, moſt of it, compoſed 


many years. ago to afford its Author an occaſional relief from the 
auſterity; and the vexations of a profeſſion very remote from poetry; 


and that forty copies of a large portion of that Pxos Rr, diſtributed 


into eight Fragments, having been privately printed without any view: 
to publication, were. preſented to a ſelect few, diſtinguithed by taſte 


and by talents. Several of thoſe copies, from the death of the per- 


ſons to whom they had been ſent, and from other accidents, had got 
into the world: Some of the lines were lately diſcovered to haye 
been already inſerted in a local work, mingled too without any diſ. 5 
tinctive mark among others written by a different pen: And as cauſe _ 


was given to * chat an edition, done from that originally 


. 5 commited 


g the title of ane to — | 
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committed to the. preſs, might ſoon make its appearance, a gentle- 
man, to whoſe diſpoſal they had been reſigned in confidence, was 
induced, out of regard to a friend to whom a long acquaintance at- 
tached him with much warmth, to give an impreſſion executed un- 


= der his own inſpection, rather than allow one to be produced by an- 
other in an incorrect form. Perſuaded that no perſon will find his 


heart become worſe by reading them, the Publiſher ſhall only obſerve 


on the title (a matter unimportant) That almoſt any object may be 
7 brought by art, without intruſion, into a Proſpect; and as many, 


which might naturally, from vicinity, from reſemblance, from con- 

nexion, or from , have been introduced, but which have not 
| d, may en themſelves to fertile i imaginations, and of 
eluate be felt perhaps to be omiſſions, almoſt any performance, 
bearing this'or a ſimilar title, may ſeem defective. Every one of the 
parts however, into which any work is divided, may commonly be 
rendered by care complete in itſelf ; and attention has here been be- 
ſtowed on forming each ſection, under the appearance of a Fragment, 
as much as poſſible, into an entire whole. An able king, and, what 

is ſomething ſuperior, a good poet ſays, La critique eſt aiſe, & Part 
eſt difficile“: Remarks, criticiſms, ſneers, are eaſy ; ; art, execution, 
Son, nn poetry, 18 SKeult. 


Tur EDITOR. 


L' Apologie des Rois. ire, A Darget; entre Tos 3 du Philoſophe de 
Sans-Souci. 
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FRAGMENT L 


Hexs, on the breezy ſummit, let me reſt 
Amid the ruſtic furze, the ſcented brooms, | 
And mingling flocks, that, ſcatter d o'er the hill, 
Or browſe in innocence the tender herb, 

Or harmleſs gaze. Their muſic, wildly Gi 


From rock to rock, harmonious, which 5 
According with the tuneful linnet's voice, 


The lark's mellifluous ſtrains, the blackbird's 8 
Sonorous, and the throſtle's various ſong, | 
The ftockdove's plaint, and rook's affecting caw, 
Compoſes man into a penſive mood, 
And lulls each angry paſſion: to repoſe. 
Ihe country's charms, reſiſtleſs, touch the heart, 
And with their own ſerenity inſpire: | 113110 
The pure ingenuous mind, by Nature form'd 
To reliſh calm ſincere refined delights. 
Ambition's ſelf, that lords it oer mankind, | 
If haply cloyed with form and ſtate and how, 5 
He ſteal ſucceſsful with a choſen; few, 
Or unſucceſsful fly in lone chagrin, 
| A 
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From bus neſs, noiſe, the to 


K = ALY ones: a 


, „ e public haunts, 
feels and wonders at the eir power; 
curity and rural peace; „ 
And, durſt he, would abandon all his pride, 

To roam the woods, or tread the. lonely dale, 3 
Or climb the mountain, and ſurvey with me 

Some rich extenſive variegated ſcene, 

Like that before 
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„ [(b r en, 84775 
Of ſpringing life, my aeedleſs boyhood play et. | 
To thought a e and to care 


Ak bliſsful ſeats of temperance/and heal! 
Ye chaſte abodes, aeligheful Proſpects, hail ! 4 


Reviſit ye; your grateful coolneſs taſte 
And limpid air, refreſhful to my ſenſe;: 1 7 


„ #3 


And ſoul as to my parched limbs erewhile; - 
Th' untainted waters of the Teath or Earn, + 
Perennial, from their liquid urns that guſh, - | 
Unceaſing, with their prattling ata; racks thts 
The uſeful labours of the neighb'ring ſwains. 

Ye ſimple peaſants, happy mortals, hail! + 
Who, with Tranquillity abiding, here 


* 


In quiet ſanctuary, remote from ſtrife. 4 
8. Enjoy a life, unenvied, tho! divi nee. 


L J of 
i 3 
The plains below, diverſified with woods, 

Incloſures, buildings, gardens, ſpires, and lakes, 

Are clothed with paſtures, flocks, and herds, and corn. WS gk 

The plowman whiſtling to his patient yokes, | ” 

And harrows trailing o'er the fallowed tilth ; 5 | 

The woodman chanting to his lonely toil, ; 
And wheelwright bending o'er his ſturdy work; 

The gard'ner buſy at his rake and hoe, 

In ſleeves of linen and in apron blue; 

The oxen feeding in retired vale, 

And ſheep reſponſive to the ſhepherd's horn; 

Add life and motion to the blended ſcene. 

Romantic dingles and extended dales 

The wandering brooks in gliſt' ring currents trace: 

The meadows, water d by their nurſing ſprings, 
Irriguous, ſmile, and from their teeming womb 

The deep green graſs and yellow trefoil pour, | | 
With herbs and plants and flowers dg * | 5 

The golden ſaxifrage, the maiden pink, | 

The ſtarry centory, the tufted vetch, - 

And ſcented marjoram, and red birdſeye, 

With healing camomile, and meadowſweet 

To weary traveller refreſhing, who, 2 | - 

Its wafted fragrance met, in deſert rude, 3 8 „ 

On eider plume of whiſpering zephyr born, | 2 2 

His courſe, and qual its clegant perfume: | | 4 


On hilllocs gay, the playful lambking "= * 5 5 * 1 


Their combats bloodleſs, or diſporting leap; ; - I 
Their wanton capers and their comic bounds — 


Attemper'd, gleeful, to the ſimple tons e | 1 2 I 
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Around, the fleecy- 


About the maſter's court, arranged, they ſtand, 


. 


Of oaten reed, whoſe paſt ral quires, n 
prinkled verdure o'er 33 
Diffuſe their ſweetneſs, and improve its ſmiles. 
The trembling buſhes and the with'ring ferns 
Among, the beck ning kids, with buſy mouth, 
Outftretch'd and ruſtling, crop the ſav ry twigs, 
Their wild tales telling to the thoughtful rocks ; 
Whoſe fractur'd clefts upon and Gpp'ry verge, 
With black thorn and with roſes pale o een, 
The mothers, each, in ſolitude retired, 
Unſocial, on the giddy point, apart, 
Their pendent ſtation taken, fearleſs hang. „ 
And, wholeſome dinner made of choſen herbs 
Medicinal, their lacteous goblets fill i 
With nectar'd draughts of bellt edenng cream. 


The gentle heifers, ee unconfined, 
Acroſs the green, herbaceous, ſlowly ſtray, 
Or home ward ſtep before their guileleſs clown. 


Taught by the pimpernel “, his ſimple clock, 


By Nature framed and in her common ſet, 


Its blue and ſcarlet flowers, at meaſur d hours, 
That opes and ſhuts, predictive, to the ſun, 


Of foul, of fair, and of the times, to warn 
Herdſman unlearn'd; — He, with a parent's care, 


And much diſcourſe, familiar, intermix'd, 


In ſpeech uncouth and rough to Oxford ear, 


His gather'd charge, obſequious, drives along, 


To pale-made ſhed, their often- trodden way, 
Their ſwollen udders ſwinging Þ. as they go. 


Their 
. * Derham. . Milton, 


1 


Their precious ſtores impatient to reſign, 
And coming tell, importunate; and low; 
Their dropping teats with ſtreams delicious charged, 
That rural odours breathe, the milkmaid's hand 
Inviting, all. And ſee, with roſy cheek 
And boſom bare, in jacket white and trim, 
Her empty pail upon her haunch ſuſtained 

And luſty arm about its handle caſt, 
The blitheſome PHILLISs comes. Her friendly call, 
Well pleaſed, they hear; their ready necks apply, 
Spontaneous, to the poſts; and, grateful, yield 
In rich and copious flowing tides their milk 
To thoſe whoſe toiling hands, with juſteſt care, 
Supply their food, well earned. Ye placid kine, 
Fear not, ye harmleſs creatures; no: Theſe ropes 
Are not prepared the inſtruments of death, 
To bind you victims deſtin'd to the ſtake, 
With ftreaming blood to glut enſanguin'd man, 
And ſtuff his maw, voracious, with your loins ; 
But temporary ties, and ſoft, of ſtraw 
Looſely combined, a moment to reſtrain 
You, heedleſs, that your veſſels, overfill'd 
And ftrain'd, may ſooner find their wiſh'd relief. 
That load diſcharged, to you now painful to 
Retain, your bands will inſtant be releas d; 

And ye, your cuſtom'd tribute paid, again 
Lour graſſy fields at liberty will roam, 
Depaſcent; ſip at will your wonted ſprings; 
And, peaceful, ruminate reclined at eaſe, 
Or, undiſturb'd, indulge in ſoft repoſe. 


« | Around, 


"x | 1 6 1 
In a voice their n converſe W 
See, ſee them now retreat, and now purſue, 
This way and that, in various mirth convolved, 
| Rebounding, circling, flyi | 
In ſocial troops their fre 8 


mee e 9 N ee 
The hen, oviparous, ber ſonnet lifts, . 

= Loudly proclamant of maternal joy; - 
= Fan Or, with the fondneſs of a mother's ſoul, © 
Defends, inſtructs, and leads her infant brood, | i 
And clothes them, cheriſh'd, with her K 


9 
E7 


In midſt his fond and ſimple dames, wn 1 85 
To racking jealouſy's tormenting doubt 
The ſultan cock, of keenly-piercing ee 
And ear erected, circumſpicient, ſtruts, _ 
Majeſtical, with lifted ſtep and flow, - + 
— Kb From barn to barn : And oft his willing mates 
—_— Behind him, ſtraggling, rove.—Love, ſelfiſh love, 
_. Admits not even the deareft friend to ſnare 
„ gl Its boons, impartible. With carking thoughts, 
be Corroſive of the huſband's, lover's peace, -- © 
And breaſt, affectionate, by Ing 7 i 25 able eee 
| His ſtrays, ſolicitous, he fondly ſeeks, 699,29 0, eee 
—_ Their devious guides, and cheers their nagen W pace. 8 
"i a But ſee; a rival there attempts his bounds : 
Inſtant, he darts, all fierceneſs, on his foe, 


And 


[74 


And many a ftroke, and many a ſpring they make: 
Their dropping feathers, and their crimſon combs, 
And lender legs, run red with pouring blood | a 
Their ſharp and corneous bills, their armed feet, aft fo 
And pointed ſpurs, and beating pinions, all : 
To action brought, that in ignoble flight 
Or ends inglorious, or in glorious death : 
A fight, between irrationals maintained, 
Mere animated lumps of brutiſh clay, 
Whom appetite and ſenſe alone impel, 
In piercing Wiſdom's diſabuſed eye, 
To juſtify more eaſy and defend 
Than many a flaughterous n. EET . war , 
_ Deſtructive waged, by reaſon-boaſt! 1 
Who oft, from ſenſeleſs . or idiot views, 
By daring government ts, barb'rous, forced pad 
His whetted ſteel to ſteep and parent foil - nap 
In weltering lakes of unoffending-gore. 
Man, cruel man, even harmleſs brutes, inſpired: + 
With deadly hate, impels their cores to tear, 2 
And, for diverſion mere, to maim and kill = 
Without or cauſe or quarrel ; ſavage — 
That gallant pair for faireſt prize engaged 
And ſweeteſt object to the feeling heart. 
The victor, maſter of the field and fair, 
His wings, triumphant, claps, and ſtately treads 
The ground: And oft, with unexpected air, 
Amuſing Silence in her ſtill abode, 
He wakes his ſounding fife from farm to farm. | = 


But hear; the winnowers near che farmer's bar: 
The fanning breezes blow the: empty chaff; 


{ 8 ] 
And raſking grain, diſcharged i in luſty heaps, _  » 


imp, the ſheet capacious fills. 
By inſtant dainties and by forward hope 
Allured, the houſehold fowls, advent'rous, ſteal 
Behind, and, unobſerved, dare to peck 3 


Their little morſel from the copious ſtore. 


Amuſive, round ſucceeding round, behold 
The airy vanes in ceaſeleſs circles fly. 
Its watchful ſtrokes the active mill repeats, 
And daſhing water pours its turbid ſong: 
About the door, content, the miller moves, 
Meal-white, and heedleſs of the rural found : 


While every ridge and every cot proclaims - 


Abounding fulneſs and the reign of Peace. 
Profpe& delicious to a heart humane, 

Like, THoMsON, thine, that felt for human kind; 
And from thy neighbour's hap 
A bliſs, an elegant, a purer bliſs, | 


4 - 6 
t 


Intenſer in degree, of reliſh far 


More exquiſite, than callous hollow Wand, 

That, ſelfiſh, looks, abſorbed, to ſelf alene, 
Without aught moral or benevolent 

In wiſh or tincture, e er perceived or knew. 


* 


FRAGMENT. I. 


AUTUMN in looſe and flowing robes axed; A 


| His i6 placid brow adorn'd with oaten ſpikes, 


. 
And hazel locks with mignionette perfumed, 
His breaſt with richeſt ſprigs of cherries deck'd, 
His arms with bracelets cull'd from every bough, 
'A ſtalk of currants holding in his hand, 
And baſket bearing heap'd with fruits mature, 
Steps, white and pleaſed, acroſs the waving fields, 
And crops luxuriant, which in early March 
The genial Powers and foſt'ring gales of Spring, 
Prolific, ſhed ; the bloſſom-dropping Rains, 
That flowers Ke verdure give, in warmer months, 
Nutritious, form” d; th' ambroſial Dews, from eve 
Io morn diſtilling balm and freſhneſs, fed; 
And roſy-footed Summer's plaſtic heat, 
Concoctive, rear d to perfect growth; all, all Fo 
To harveſt mellowed by his ripening Suns. . N 
| Serene, and fill'd with ſympathetic joy, | 
His gifts he views, and viewing ſees them good ; 
And with a lib'ral hand, munificent, 
Flings from his ample Amalthean lap ol os | 2 
The ruddy ſtrawberry, the fragrant raſp, _ TEE, | 9 
Tranſparent gooſeberry, and cooling guine“; f | ; 
The Orleans plum, th' imperial, and greengage ; 
And flavorous apricock, and gairiſh peach; | | „ 
The tempting orginal f in burniſh'd gold, 1— : Y 


Of lively quickneſs and delightful ſmell; 
With noble end F in ſober gray; | 5 f 
C NY And 43 

The common name + of ſmall black 3 in Scotland; probably derived from 


the French. 


+ The orginal and the 1 are the beſt apples produced in Scotland. I do 
not know the Engliſh names of them. The orginal, an abbreviation of original, per- 
haps is the apple termed by Lee Adam's apple, or by Miller the aromatic pippin. The 


ad | | liddington is reported to have been brought from France into Scotland by Sir Richard 
Maitland. 
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And mellow aubins, pears of plaineſt coat 


But richeſt juice, Airſhire's peculiar boaſt; 
To ſtreaming cups transfuſed of honied ſweet. 


Along his precious boons, his Mildneſs moves 


. Beneficent, and fills, himſelf regaled, 


The needy villager with humble joy. 

The houſewife pining at her ſcanty twine 
And rock protractive of a cheerleſs life; 

The widow, mournful for her orphan'd babes 
By hunger render'd clamorous for food; 

And early hind, that to his wonted pens 

In ruſty veſtment plods his anxious way; 
Their gladden'd eyes thrown round the loaded land, 


With thankful ſoul ſurvey the golden grain, 


hope with unambitious mind for bread. 
Their daily bread ! an humble modeſt wiſh! 


And dareft thou, eee 2 * 
At Nature's bounty! Monſter doubly vile! 5 
Dareſt! wallowing in lazy luxury , = 
Indulging every wild and looſe deſire, 

In waſteful riot vaunting thee ; thy luſts, 

Thy paſſions, vanity, nay vices, fed; 
Invention's ſelf exerting all her powers 

To find new pleaſures to excite thy ſenſe ; 

Ah canſt thou, canſt, amid thy affluence, grudge 


The hard-wrought man a pittance of the fruits 


That his own hands, laborious, have Oy : 
The eaſe, forſooth, the intervals of toil, : 


| Sabbaths of reſt, or holidays of ſport, 


E'er to him or indulged, or ſnatch'd by ſtealth ; 
e e to nen ſtrained 


* Shafteſbury. 


I 
And hanging head, and to his ſtooping neck, 0 
In mercy due) would do his country harm, 
Or thee! Inhuman falſe pretext, deviſed 5 8 
To gild the hardneſs of thy ſelfiſh heart. 5 
And varniſh ſentiments thou dareſt not own. : 75 
Tis avarice, unfeeling avarice, | 
Or worſe, that creeps within thy frozen veins; 
To all the fine, the ſoft emotions dead, | 
Deprav'dly, ſadly, miſerably dead, 
Of kindneſs, love, and pity to mankind. 
"Tis pride, a brutal pride, that baſely mocks 
At penury and tears, inſults diſtreſs, 
And, ſavage, finds delight in cauſing grief, 
Imparity, and wretchedneſs, and pain. 5 
With feelings, paſſions, faculties, and nerves, | 
Acute, and ſtrong, and delicate, as thine, 
Doth not the lowly cottager retain - 
An equal, nat'ral right to revelry | 
And feaſt and mirth and idleneſs, as thou? 
Thoſe ſweating labourers, by wolviſh laws 
Compell'd, amidſt incurv'd decrepitude 
And ſhrivell'd age, upon the public road, 
In full parochial band, to work, unpaid, 
Their ill-afforded days; the reapers there, 
Who ply their mean, but uſeful, toils below, 
With bodies in a painful poſture bent, 
Their tatter'd garments waving in the wind, 
And ſickles caſting ſudden gleams of light; 
The patient threſher, that in lonely barn, 
From the gray breaking of the dripping dawn 
To lateſt bluſh of eve, with circling flail, 
Stroke after ſtroke, beats out his luſty ſheaves; 


| uw» 1 
The bounden ſlave, in crazy bucket launched, 
Who penſile ſinks into his hideous pit, 
Still ſeen a head above its yawning mouth, 
And hews, with ſullen pick, his coals, ſupine, : 
In narrow cell, amidit Tartarean darkneſs, ſtretch'd, 
His dome the diſmal bowels of the earth ; 
The wither'd eld, that, up the winding ſhaft, 
With trembling ſteps aſcends her pitchy way, 
Her wrinkled cheek with ſtreaks of culm beſmear'd, 
And heavy burden on her feeble on TR a 
Their merit or by real uſefulneſs 
Or by internal diſpoſition tried, 
Are better citizens, far far, than thou, 


Who, lugg' d in rich capariſon along, 


Contemptuous, ſhrinkeſt from their dreaded touch, 
Eſteemꝭ d infectious, as the ſlimy race. 
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THEIR rugged deſtiny and thorny lot | 
A tale to thaw the icy cliffs unfold, 


8. And even adamantine flint diſſolve 


To ſoftneſs, ſorrow, ſympathy, and ſighs. 
The toiling ruſtic plows and ſows and reaps 
And ſweats and digs For whom ?—Himlſelf ?—Alas ! ; 


Thy idle coxcomb train, in pageantry 


Retain'd, voracious, to conſume the fruits 
Of honeſt induſtry and ſober worth 


| n or worſe— The vain and pamper'd "RES 
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That drag in haughty pomp their eſſenced lord, 
Or bear thy leaden weight athwart the chace. 
His meagre water and his ſodden meal 

In meaſur' d beaker ſtruck with niggard hand ; 
His coarſe diſtreſsful black and ſcanty bread. 

By hard ſevere unpitied labour earn'd; 

His wearied limbs thrown on uneaſy couch, 
And ſlumbers by exhauſted nature ftol'n, _ 
Beſide his hedge, his mattock, and his ſpade, 
And bottle emptied of its ſour contents; 
Soon broken, ah, by rigid ſignal made 

To re-commence his unremitted taſk— 
Unceaſing—till the leaden-footed Hours, 
Their fluggard pace by heavy plummet ſwayed, 
Bring tardy Twilight forth, or ſable Night 
Her mighty car remount with ſolemn march 
To climb the rolling heaven's ſparkling ſteep, 
And ſend him, crippling, to his turf-built home. | 
A damp, alas, and miſerable crib ! | 4 
Whoſe broken caſement, and its crumbling walls, 
And holey roof, and wet and earthen floor, 

Its rotten lintel, and its clouted door, 4 

To bluſt'ring winds and pouring rains expoſed 
And driving ſnows, and viſitation rue 
Of crawling aſp and of the lo Miſome toad; 

Its ſooty joiſts and gaping lath with ſmoke 


And dirt engrained, or hung with nauſeous film : Rs 


By hated ſpider from his intrails ſpun; _ 

His glimmering fire of ſticks, or drowſy culm, 
Or ordure, gather'd by his painful wife 3 ” 
His muſty bed of ſtraw or naſty chaff, 

With tawny rags, inen of blankets, Non 
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His ſhortened lleep, from. n morn to morn Aiſturd'd 


Soon as, at peep of day, the wakeful lark 


In vaulted temple of the op'ning iy 

His dulcet matins ſings to coming light— _ 
Diſturb'd—by ſpectred Hunger's dreadful call! 
Behold the grateful meed of all his toil; 
The noble, lib'ral, generous reward 

Of all the furrows by his limbs. ſubdued, 

Of all the ridges by his finews ſown, 

Of all the harveſts by his fickle won ; 

His brows of ſweat, his lean and wither'd banda, 
His youth diſabled, and his waſted ſtrength, 


His famiſh'd viſage, and his ſunken eyes, 


And ſhaking joints, and helpleſs trembling age. 


His ſordid ſcraps, alas, and pinching crumbs, 
And all the comforts, all the little eaſe, 
That he with friendleſs poverty can find, 


aqﬀevolve ; and, melted into tears, compare 5 
Thy ſumptuous viands ſerv'd in golden plates, 


Thy ſprightly wines in liquid chryſtal poured, 
Thy tinſel'd ſlaves in gaudy liveries e 
Thy pompous palaces, and gilded halls, 
Elyſian gardens, and delightful parkgy 


And baniſh pity from thy ſtony breaſt ! _ 


O think—amid thy diſſipation think 


Of changeful Fortune's inſolent caprice, 5 


Careſſes faithleſs, unexpected turns, 


Reverſes ſad. Inconſtant freakiſh Dame, 


To day ſhe ſmiles all pleaſantneſs and love, 


Hugging thee, bliſsful, in her circling arms, 
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Thy head laid gently on her heaving breaſt, 

And hangs with jaſmine kiſſes on thy lips; 

The next, malignant, ſcowls, ſcarce deigns a look, 

With harpy claws, a Fury, tears thy fleſh, 

And laughs to ſee thee plunged in deep diſtreſs. 

Thy grandeur, elevation, wealth nathleſs, | 
The pity, by thy ruthleſs heart denied | eg 
To thoſe in low dependent ſtation born, 

Thou, or thy children, helpleſs, may implore. 


To north, a little way, the Leevin ſhines, 

A ſpacious lake, tranſlucent, ſmooth, and ſtill, 
Of liquid glaſs *. Along its craggy brink, 
Ill-fated Marr, captive and unthroned, 

In yonder bleak and ſtar-grown hoftile iſle, 
Her rocky rounds was wont erewhile to make, 
Whiſpering, with heavy heart, in broken ſighs, 
Her bitter moanings to the mutt'ring ſtrand : | 
Yet not unpleaſed, beneath another ſky e — 
Clear arched and blue, her conſcious beauty, ſtill 

Reſiſtleſs dream' d, at ſtolen glances. thrown 

Within its limpid orb, ſhe fondly eyed, 

Its ſurface dimpling with her dropping tears. 

Her auburn treſſes, and her ſnowy neck, 

Her eyes effulgent, and her coral lips, 

Her ſwelling boſom, and her ivory arms, | = 
Her vaunted lineage, and her regal birth, | | HET 8 = 
Her golden ſcepter, her imperial crown, | 8 | 
Her rare accompliſhments,—availed her naught. 


Mary, Queen of Scots, was impriſoned in a caftle erected in a ſmall iſland of „5 
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From thence, alas, Misfortune's blackeſt train, 
Their erieſly enſign with a liftecl aue A en KSL. has jw +} Lai! A 
And bleeding block aud mangled ebrpſe pourtrayed , 12 e944 a 
With ghaſtly grins purſttedker every fepp— 2/1 16916 hetg »1aiglab a 
Her forces routed, and diſpers d her friends „ 
Herſelf diſmayed, her loſt eee > 9111 97 anche gvifhiedlat 
In priſon ſtern conſigned to ſullen guards Ai of Foo il | M46] 
For deadly treaſons, in a foreign realm, all iS 2 $17 a9? tif 
To judgement brought her; not before her peers; 28 Fn „ig bog 2m 0115 a 
Her ſever d head, convuls'd and ſtreaming, thewed ino baron 
Around a ſcaffold clotted with her blood; 4 ene gain anivid 
And blaſted lillies tore; and beauty laid, ane baiircos lid ot 
: _ Abuſed and tarniſh'd, in a felon grasen bas vi 180 Hal Alec 0 
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ruosn nodding eee mat and yawning: eri alin 44 
Their ragged top the pallid, wallfloniethraves, . ul ©1104 4 Hl * 
And waſting ſides the mournfulivynereeps:.- EO 9 blen vt" 
Silence profound their empty ſpaces 1. rt > WAHEG 4 $1 
And thoughtful Solitude, fave that perhaps ; | 
In midſt their ſecret holes ſomeſtaringdwells.” -. 1 
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Conceal'd, regardleſs of the piping gale 4 dat 
That, whiſtling, blows about her lone abed ... 


With. ſtinging nettle, and with elammy burr, 5 A 0 . OF OI 
And baneful hemlock, and with ferid dock, | 
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And tiny ſhrubs, and reptiles vile, defiled, 

Their fires extinguiſh'd, and their chimneys waſte, 
All deſolate and drear, they ſpeak ; and fraught 
With uſeful lore, ev'n in their rubbith read | 
Inſtructive leſſons to the deſpot crew. 

Hark! the hapleſs CHARLES there, in piercing throbs 
And rending cries, bewails his natal hour, 

To thorns and eroſſes, briers and ſorrow, born. 
Anointed monarch, independent king, 

Divine vice-gerent, arbitrary lord ! 

So full, conceited, confident, and proud 

Of royalty, prerogative, and rights | 
Sacred with impious front proclaimed—in vain. 

In playful ignorance thine infant years 

On downy pinion gliding ſmooth along ; 

By noxious packs of eng ſycophants, 

Peſtiferous and baſe, of rav nous maw, 
Continuous ſet to ſnap their golden ſops, 
Uncontradicted, flatter d, and indulged; 

Ah, little thought' ſt thou, in the morn of life, 

Of HamBpen's firmneſs, of inſulted laws, 

The field of Naſeby, of triumphant foes, 

Of BRADSHAW'S # or CROMWELL' s ſword. 
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That flender pyramid *, erect and tall, 
* | Which lifts its ancient wh creſt ſo high, 
H How light its form | How gay it looks around, 
* Like Vanity, pleaſed = itſelf, enthroned 


Above 


* The church of Dunfermline is part of an ancient abbey founded by Malcolm 
"Canmore, and finiſhed by David I. The kings of Scotland, after they ceaſed, about 
FA e ne Me r 
„ | buried in that abbey. 
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Within the dumb irremæable houſe, olg bag 

Its pride - full pi m, ſurviving iong from: an bonn voc 
To reign, exulting, hath ehe lf n fodd 1. bajyal iti 7 dT 1 
Become and habitzwom of the wenn jezz 2 1 
Familiar, that, the ſefvileknee Hfddined Obs 292119 119d T : 
And offer'd hand, invades their puinbely lips;-'; 11! ef f 
And wantons on their, wreck. Theit very eme. 1 gr 
Almoſt forgot, make-Levity! himſelf! 11903 Nis! 27 81010 848A 
Grow ſerious, eee ebe rot Pp 99t 110] 


"ge 


His fribble trip changed tod penſivergaity too doe od T 


And looks in ſtudious cotimerte wit the duſt! + 2b 
He roams, appalled, the manfions of tlie dead. 
And, full of graveſt thoughts, the ber s 256857 oT 
Where ancient Monarchs: dwelt and ier mae r 
Till the laſt 9s eee eee 7 ͤĩ ˙· >: 
Awaking, rouſe chem from their pitchy bed. 
EPE 
Within thoſe'cloiſter'd> melancholy aiſles, wdT 
In ſolemn farce, fantaſtie foppith. ap, Diess Melo. is 
Impoſing awe on tame ſubmiſſive man, 
Mid wond'ring eee e outs.) 4: rd 59 
Th' aſtoniſh'd walls that ſhook; mud ran} tryed; 11830 
The ſapphire vault, and rent the radiant iky:; gw 5 t6 0b; bn A 
Set in the famed Palladium ef the/ realm 
From holy hands; en fuppliantiknee; they too. 
Received, devout, their unctiom an amheir crown. 
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* The chair, in which the, Septch, kings were. at ancient wer, as ima- 
gined by the people to contain the fate of the kingdom. It was ſent to England by 
Edward J. is ſtill preſerved i Jn the abbey at Weſt er, and is uſed at the corona- 
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Their balls ab maces, chamberlains and keys, slsq 507 26d 

And orbs, and titled {laves, and ſtaffo, and ſwords, !;: 701 Jo bh ” 
In proud parade, before themi:barn;/ſaperby:;i {nl 37 “T 
They ſtrutted, ſtared, and monarchiſed * their day 

Their armies levied, and declared their wars, 129 g oT 

Their debts contracted, and their battles fought?: pus 208K 
Their truces made, and embaſſies recived, erty Bi 
Oppreſs d their people, and their taxes raiſ el. 


And urged neceſſity, the Tyratit' s Plea f 


Rapacious, to obtain their brazen claims. 


But ſee them now. EOπτπ/]ꝙM dow in duſſ they li; 
Their chambers roofleſs and their beg u »iddirt 21H 
Abodes erewhile af elegance and pride doo bob 
The pipe, the dance, feſtivity, and ſong, ras ,ounrgor oF 
To weeds abandon'd and tlie . 95 7879 10 [in - ki 
That, ſolitary; ſcreams the hideong nigilt . 
Among their threat ning ſtones afraid ſaf lee 
The very beggar trampling on their bones 
Deriſive, ſcoffeth at their brainleſs pates, 

Their ſockets eyeleſs, and their tongueleſs mouths, & 


Their fleſhleſs mazards, and diſſever d nd n molar al 


All intermingled with the putrid lamm togrn? 


And by their ſcatter d hmbs; with vivid force, bo „ 51A 


Peculiarly {track; the terror nne air ts FF 
And idols of a warrior realm, expoſed; bns Hugs ri Tet 2fT 
And lifeleſs now, in mortifyingguiſsem 1h 
Kick'd with the foot, and with:ithe:ſhovel gowled ... 1+ 
Of loutiſh knavey baſe-barny perceiyes a rut. 


A great important truth, clear to the wile, 


Felt by the good, from which the daſtard ſhrinks, 
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From pecking ſober 1 


Of felon morſels drench d in Stygian gore, lie Bas 2 wllonod Hg 
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"What boot them now their pageaniry and Rates... "+ Wt? wi YO. 
Their robes, attendants, canopies, and guards, ann Nai odr 
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Bot hark, the rooks their rural e eee it zel r 
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Retired in grateful ſtillneſb, whence the: ſmoke 
In pie wreaths aſcends :—Perhaps, that grove 

Of th ring. pines, in rows and angles ſet 

With ruled preciſeneſs ;—Or thoſe ſhirdy elnßs 
Diſperſed with eaſy negligence around s 
Thine ancient caſtle, Ra NDOT R gallant ch 
Amidſt decay and crumbling ſtill revered | 
In former fame: — Or thine *, the; loyal Thane;, 
Macpurr, with Birnam wood and dender omen, 
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Oft have we wander” d, arm in arm, unſeen, 
Through fields and woods, and by the OR * 
Of winding Eden and of pearly Leith, + If 
Tracing the devious walk with vacant mind; 


Along the ſhelving bank of cryſtal ſtreem 7 


With many a love-ſick primroſe ſtrewed, and a wood 
Anemone the bleeding head that hun 
Whoſe ſoothing murmurs, o'er their pebbly beds 


Warbled to the mixing dance and ceaſeleſs hum 


Of inſects ſwarming in the ſummer” 8 dine, 
Innumerous, to meditations looſe 
And floating dreams by ſportful Fancy dreſfs'd 
In magic ſhapes, invited at the heat 

Of ſultry noon, beneath the umbrage AN 
Of ſpreading beeches and of rev'rend elms, 


Whoſe ample foliage crowned the flow'ry bank. 


Oft have we trod the many=pain 
With velvet panſies, and with purple js: 
And freckled cowſlips, and with harebells blue, 
And daiſies white, and gentle birdsfoot, deck'd, 
With ſpecious looſeſtrife, and ſweet violet. 


Oft, careleſs, roamed 'mong briers and birch and beans 


Perfumed with recent rain, in meadows trim, | 
Pe haycocks freſh from mower's ſithe, and where 
The fragrant charlocs clothed the yellow . 

* draughts of aromatic air. 


Oſt by the 1 have we ſat 
Of ſtoried Almon, and of alder'd Tine, 


Of elviſh Gala, and of dryad Ek, - 
And, reminiſcent, times long gone recalled, | 


1 7 
- 


> 


. 
FN 
Na 
** 


; nnn * $7 * 8; > Fa 
1 


A 1 


Our plays re- played, and rerenjoyed our joys : 
The little ride obtained in; paſſing cart; 
The valiant cap of grandeſt ruſhes rear d o bas i 
The mimic fabric built of ſhapeleſs ſtones; s : 5 | 
The cluſtering nuts from loaded filberts pull d. 
And cooling berries gather'd in the woods; 

The climbed tree, and airy ſtation dared 

Aloft and hid among its yielding boughs; z 

The neſt, ingenious, ſought, alas, and found, 

And mother wailing for her callow young; 
The hook attempted by the little hgaand. 
And ſcanty handful added to the ſnea; 
The ſpotted trout caught with the guileful fly, 
And greyhound, fleet, hallooed in eager it JE 
Of WTI levret or of . fox. 


# 


Oft have we, ardent, ended: yon works hill * * 

And made the harmleſs lambe, that, ſportive, frde'd. . . 
In frolic play upon the tender graſs, 

Their pretty pranks left oft at our 3 a 
Fearful, haſte, bleating, to their anxious dams; 
And, as with ſcrambling pace, the ſever'd ſtones 
That, rapid, ſped adowyn its ſteepy ſide, . 
Our labouring courſe we bent, the ancient goats, 
Their ſhaggy veſtments and dichevell d hair 

And beards dependent ſtreaming in the air, _ 
Groteſque, but rev'rend, fled, ſurprized, their way; 5 
And many a race and many a bound they took, 
Till, up the heights eſcaped, and ſafe n 
They wheel'd, and curious, from the ſhrub- grown brow, 

Half-ſeen, they gazed, conferr'd, examin'd, ran, 33 
1\* Blackford near Edinburgh. 1 


And turn'd, and ſtared, and wonder'd who we were. 
Ourſelves the while, the ſpiny ſloes among 

And flowering gorſe, fatigued and panting, n 
From ſteep to ſteep our toilſome trackleſs march, 
To gain the higheſt point, the whence our eyes, 
Fed with the ſight, might view the country round. 


Oft have we alſo, with a haſty ſtenrn 
Deſcending down the vale, enter d the cave * 
Form'd by the ſhepherd's rude and artleſs hand 
To yield a ſhelter to his yeaning ews ; 

On ruſtic ſeat reclined our liſtleſs limbs _ 
Beneath the checker'd ſhade of mountain-aſh, | 
Whoſe verdurous head, with many a florid bunch. 
Of tempting berries richly garnith'd, o'er 

The druid grot its gaudy honours, waved 

In all the beauty of its ruby fruit; 

Or laid our weary lengths along the turfy - 

The curling brakes among, and foxglove vain 
That ſhowed, delightful, its vermilion bells; 

And, pleaſed in friendſhip's tie, tranquilly 8 
On the tall aſh, that half way up the ſteep 
Looks, pendent, o'er the brook F that flows beneath; 
{dns Ka in _—_— bf ar DuLra' s charms. 


Soft Ge! ! but * x abe 1 all-conquering Power! 
Diffuſive of the ſweeteſt viſions oer 
The heated fancy and the melted heart : 
Each animated nature bows, O Love, 
To thee, ſubmiſſive, and reſiſtleſs owns 


* At the foot of Blackford. _ | 
+ Between Blackford hill and Braid hill. 


Iny 


"HU +] 
Thy ſway. For thy, thy elegant delights; 
Regardleſs of renown, the ſoldier doffs 
His arms ;—At thy command, the ſtateſman men 
In ſcorn his power, celebrity, and courts';—- 
In Cyprian bower, with. mantling myrtle . 
The king, right-glad, foregoes his ermin'd robe dF 
And bended knee ;—Ev'n griping miſer parts 
With gold —poſſeſſions, proſpects—all, for love ;— 
And bard, with trembling hand and faltering voice, 
Adores his DEL1 A, and renounces bread. 


My lovely DeL1a! Empreſs of my heart? 
Fairer than bloſſom ſhed, in elegance 
And May, by hawthorn on Balcarreſs crag ; 
Freſher than living fountains, from the rocks 
That guſh of Saulin ; blooming as Aurore 
In all her ſplendor riſing in the eaft'; 

Than honey ſweeter which the little bee, 
Induſtrious, gathers on Benarty hill 
And more ingenuous than the bluſhing roſe, - 
Whoſe op'ning bud breathes incenſe to the Morn *. 
But who can ſpeak her charms, ineffable 
To painter's pencil and to poet's pen? 

Exhauſtleſs, grateful, ever-pleaſing theme 

On which, untired, my tongue rejoiced to dwell, 
And, interrupted, ſtill and ſtill reſumed. 

Alas, thoſe happy moments now are gone — 
My DzL14 gone !—perhaps forever gone ;— 
And with her all the fondly-cheriſh'd hopes, 

Thymo mihi dulcior Hyblae, 

Candidior cycnis, edera formoſior Wa. 

Paſtor Fido, At. Is. ic. 1. 2. g 
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= The YI dreams, bf i "FE 3 
5 Of beds of roſes, and elyſian days, 
Alas, that, faithleſs, never were to ſhine— 
. Al, all, forever gone. And thou, my Friend, 
_ 2 3 f My ſtay, my comforter, whoſe balmy ſpeech, 
_— ͤ Like dew, diftill & a ſoftneſs o'er my griefs, 
1 =, hs And trickling tears, adown thy cheeks that ſtole, 
Te : Reliev'd and ſoothed, by ſharing in my pains ; 
Ennis,” Tlbou, too, art gone perhaps for ever gone 
Ihe dear companion of my youthful joys— 
—_. - In whom talents profqund, and ſparkling wit 
—_——_—-_- Well-temper' d ſtill, accompliſh'd elegance, 
4 _ og > Extenſive ſcience, the correcteſt taſte, | 
=. <7 And pureſt virtue, all, united, meet. 
9 3 Who knows but death, or fate, inexorable, 
—_ --- That mocks unfeelingly at human woe, 
4 HFHFath made our late, our laſt and long farewell. 
3 e Perhaps, thy mangled corpſe, in _ _—_ e 
= - A To Ingulph'd, is caſt, inanimate, a prey : | 
3 ns To fierceſt monſters of the rav'nous deep. | 
= F Perhaps, thy country's wrongs, thy ſov'reign's will, 
| 53535 The charm of liberty, and honour's call, 
| SA Thuy noble ſpirit urging, unſuſtain'd, 
Mid thickeſt. ranks of Britain's foes, in wounds 
To meet a glorious, but lamented end, 
„ Have ftretch'd thee, lifeleſs, on the bleeding earth. 
„ Ptkeerhaps, in far inhoſpitable clime . 
| The damps nocturnal and the raging ſuns 
—_ - 5 Have, vertical, conſumed thy boiling blood; 
AA And weeping friends ſhall never ſee thee more. 
? Ic̃k̃ ue heart-affeting thought diſtracts my ſoul, 
And robs the proſpect, now before me ſpread, 


a 


Of more than half its charms. Lon ſimple ſwain, 
With woolſey bonnet on his towzy head 
And checker'd plaid athwart his ſhoulders flung, 
Who, thoughtleſs, near me tends his maſter's ſheep, FA 
And knits on nimble wire his worſted hoſe, 

Right gladſome to deceive the tedious hours, 

His well-thumbed book of giant ſtories full 


And crook laid by him on the nibbled turf, cap 


(He chides the little ſharer of his taſk 

That ſhrilly ſounds at me) hardly perceives + 

The beauties that ſurround him. Thou, my Friend, 
Hadſt thou been here, enraptur'd, ſhouldſt have _ 
The utmoſt joy thoſe beauties can convey: | 
In filent extacy devouring, keen, ; 

The glorious ſpectacle, ſo wondrous fair, 


Thou wouldft, intranced, have mark'd'a rms 2 things, 


Which, unobſerv'd, eſcape the vulgar eye; 
And then, in juſt diſcourſe, hy Nature ht, 
Almoſt unconſcious of thy finer taſte, F 
Have, unaſſuming, pointed them to me. rt 44 * 
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